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Research Purpose: The purpose of this study is to explore the impact of implementing real world connections into lessons for 9-12th graders in a science course.
Research questions:
What steps are educators making in curriculum when it comes to implementing real-world connections into daily lessons to boost engagement?
1. Make a list to identify potential participants and sites. Make a list of places where you can find participants.
· Students 9-12 grade level inner city Miami-Dade high school (1 science class period from each grade level 9th,10th,11th and 12th)
· Students 9-12 grade level students middle class community high school (1 science class period from each grade level 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th)
· High schools
· School board meetings
2. Brainstorm how to gain access to individuals and sites. Make a list of possible strategies.
· Speak with Barry’s review board for permission to conduct the study. Next, schedule a meeting with the leadership team at the school sites. During this meeting I will go over the background information of the research study, explain the purpose of the study, explain that all participants identity will be kept anonymous, go over the importance of not disrupting the study, explain how much time that will be needed for the study, and give examples of all questions that will be asked during the qualitative research.
· Speak with teachers and students about the research study. Collect all consent forms from everyone who wishes to participate in the study. Gain consent from parents who student is under the age of 18.
3. Thinking about your research question, identify what types of information will answer your research questions. List your possible research questions. Write bullet points on how you will get the necessary information to answer these questions. 
· What is engagement for you as a (grade level) grader in High School?
· What are high school experiences with learning in a science classroom? 
· One-on-one interview
· When your teacher incorporates topics that you can connect to in your lesson how does that make you feel? 
· One- on-one interview and group discussions
· What are students’ reactions to real world connections in their class lessons? 
· Observations/note jotting
4. Design interview protocols or observation instruments for collecting and recording information;
Interview Protocol:
Research Project: Real-world connections effect on student engagement and test scores
Time of Interview:
Class Period/ Teacher:
Date:
Place:
Interviewee:
Position of Interviewee:
Background Information of Research study
Interview questions:
Observational Instruments:
Note taking journal organized with columns for dates, place, interviewee, and notes
5. Create a plan to gather data to answer these research questions.
In order to effectively gather data to answer my research questions I will make sure to gain access to the school sites and have signed consent forms. I will set a set schedule and time of when I will access the research site for everyone to be prepared. I will have an interview location that will not change throughout the study to collect my information. I will collect observational notes by jotting and adding quotes. If students and teachers are assigned to write down journal entries for the day these will be collected on a certain day for everyone.
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Write 1-2 sentences describing a qualitative research purpose and research questions. Then, use the five steps below to plan a process of collecting qualitative data (See Creswell and Guetterman Chapter 7 and 8 for information on Qualitative Research).
            The purpose of this study is to examine if communication via technology can be used for social daily living, not just for expressing wants and needs, and if it can assist with the comprehension of youth with ASD
1. Make a list to identify potential participants and sites. Make a list of places where you can find participants.
            My participants will be K-5 students from a public school in Palm Beach County, Florida. I will identify participants by making sure they fit into the criteria of attending the school I am focusing on in Palm Beach County, are in a grade between K-5, and have permission from their parents to participate. I can find participants using the contacts I have at the school and reaching out to them. 
2. Brainstorm how to gain access to individuals and sites. Make a list of possible strategies.
            In my school, I am focusing on the ASD cluster.  First I would need to obtain permission from administration for the data I would like to obtain from students.  Using a waiver I will also obtain permission from the students’ parents.  I can send surveys to the students that qualify for my research through google classroom or Class Dojo that I connect with them on for online learning. 
3. Thinking about your research question, identify what types of information will answer your research questions. List your possible research questions. Write bullet points on how you will get the necessary information to answer these questions. 
             - Do you enjoy the AAC/communication tools you use? Why or Why not?
             - Would you like to change something about the type of communication tool you are using? Why or Why not?
             - Do believe you have gained more access to the world around you in reference to communicate? Why or why not?
             - How would you improve it? Give examples
  4. Design interview protocols or observation instruments for collecting and recording information:
          I would create a survey online for the students (with parental help) to fill out.  I would send the link to the students who are allowed to participate.  In the survey the students will need to answer questions about themselves such as their age, grade level, communication tool they use, and other basic information without their name. The survey will be anonymous while still having some basic information on the students. 
5. Create a plan to gather data to answer these research questions.
         - Reach out to administration of the school and ask them to allow their school’s participation
        - Reach out to the parents for permission for participation
        - Create the survey and data monitoring tool
        - Collect and record the data on the self-created tool
        - Contact the parents via email thanking for their time and participation
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